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ART AND BARTER

A new exhibition curated by Lauren Jones and Alix Janta aims to change the way we
buy contemporary art.
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, an exhibition curated by Lauren Jones and Alix Janta, Image Gallery
hopes to deconstruct the hype, pretence and petrifying prices often
associated with big art names, and which can often taint the
appreciation of the art itself. At this show, money will be useless as
buyers will have to barter for art — making offers of whatever they
want, based purely on the works' aesthetic value, as buyers will
have no idea who created each piece until after the show ends and
their offers are in.

Artists selling their art through this bartering system will include well-known names such as
Tracey Emin, Gavin Turk, Mat Collishaw, Gary Hume, Abigail Lane, Polly Morgan, Boo Saville,
Abigail Fallis and Paul Fryer. The element of mystery is the most interesting part of the auction
for Phoebe Collings-James, one of the artists selling work at the show. “It is a real challenge
for all of the artists and the people bartering,” she says. “The artists will be on an even playing
field, and any status they may have will go out the window and the audience will actually have
to engage with the work and not a name or price tag."

Henry Bell Hudson, who is also showing his work at Art Barter says, “It's quite funny, I've only
thought of it now but it would have been brilliant to have done an artwork very similar to a well-
known artist such as Damien Hirst, Gavin Turk or Matt Collishaw. Imagine the look on their
face as I'm stepping on to the yacht!”

After the initial opening of the show, visitors will have three days to fill out a barter form stating
what they are offering for a particular piece of art. All the forms will then be sent to the art's
creator for them to choose from. “We want to make art available to a more diverse crowd, not
just people with disposable income,” says curator Lauren Jones. “Art Barter is the perfect way
to make this happen.”

The show, held at the Rag factory in East London, runs from November 27 to November 29.
There will also be a collection for Art Against Knives during the event.



